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* "+ . Hen a Man writes a Book, and thereby communicates 
his Thoughts to the Publick, he does a thing that, in ir 
ſelf, is Kind and Obliging. For which cauſe, his Read- 
EO rg ers ſhould give him a Gentle Treatment. That is to ſay, 
323 TS A Gentle Treatment is due to Authors who appear to be 
„Mien of bee Value, and tolerably Fit to handle the Subject they un- 
„ dertake. But there are ſome who write. ſo Provokingly III, char 
ud give offence to the mildeſt Readers in the Univerſe. 
hey deſerve to be treated with Contempt. If no Diſtincti- 
made beiween a Good Author and a Bad one, there will 
ement to ſtrive ro Excell. As a Good Book de- 

Praiſe, 


ſo a Bad one deſeryes Cenſure. It is not reaſon- 
chat 2 ſhould-be allow d to Banter the Publick at their 
225 | - Pleaſure, 
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. Pleaſure, by putting out ſuch Books as ſerve only to miſpend 
their Reader's time; and to do this Impunely and withont Reproof. = 
Some Juſtice ſnould be done to the Publick in theſe Caſes, and fome 
Reparation made ro thoſe Readers, whoſe Hours and Patience- 


have been abus d. | Es | 
f In Order therefore to ſet a mark of Diſtinction upon ſome o _ 
thoſe Mean Books which have been Printed of late Vears, And to 


5 | Diſcourage (as far as lies in me) rhe Publiſhing of Such for rhe fu- 
. „ ture, I have undertaken the Eſſay, whereof this Paper is the Firſt 
| Parr. I begin at the Year 1680, and with the Book chat bears 
the following Titlepage. „„ / FAY = 
; 1 : a T 2 1 3 * 6 "4 
In the Year 1680, thete was Publiſhed a Book in Octavo, Inti-. 
ruled, The Antient Right of the Commons of England 
aſſerted : Or, A Diſcourſe, proving by Records and the 
1 beſt Hiſtorians, that the Commons of England were ever 
1 | an Eſſential part of Parliament. By William. Petyt of. 


© FPS | By this Titlepage I was invited to read the Book. For I look'd 
2:5 6h vpon the Subject to be very Pretty and Curious; and ſuch a one, 
as, if well diſcuſs d, would have afforded a great many memoravle 
Obſervations and Notices in the way of Hiſtory. Tis true, as to 
the Points in Queſt ion between the Author and thoſe againſt whom 
he Writes, I did not think it ſignifyd much to us at this Day, 
whether He or his Opponents were in rhe Righr. The Frame and 
. ; Model of Parliaments has been for a long time ſettled, It has been 
1 known for ſeveral Ages, of what Parts à Parliament did and does 
13 | | conſiſt, So that (I thought) it matter d not, ar Whar: time the 


[ 


REY Frame or Model of it which now obtains, firſt began; Whether in 
—_— | the Reign of King Hen. III. or Before or Since. For my part, l 
__., was and am wholly indifferent, whether the Queſtion be determi- 
5 ned one way or the other, or whether it be never determined ar all: 
And therefore ſhall not, in this Pamphlet, ſpeak one Word touching the 
Merits of that Debate; My Deſign being of a very diſſetem Nature. 


Wen had Read over the Book before mentioned, I was a little 
ſurpriz d, that the Gemleman who Wrote it, ſhonld be ſo much 
overſeen as to ſer up for an Author. For he ſeem'd to be altoge- 
ther unqualify d to Write Books. . III give my Reader. by — 7 Ny 
EN to gn | | * | | © ome 
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| ſome of the Reaſons which mov d me to entertain this Opinion of 


and following Parts of this Commentary. 
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TER Book which 1 have mentioned is of a Small Bulk. And 
yet if one views the parts tis made. upof, one would be tempt- 
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him, And I hope, that by whar I ſhall offer in this Pamphlet, he 
will be detert d (in cafe he is ſtill Alive) from Writing any more 
and that others who are no better qualify d ro Write Books than he 
was, will, by his Example, be made lefs Forward to Banter the 
Community of Gentle Readers. | 


„ is my "purpoſe to dee?" very Fairly Wick the. Ainhor of this 
Book, Aich 1 am to Review in this Firſt Part of my Commenta- 


y: Particularly, in not objecting to his prejudice, any thing tar RM 
can be thought to be only a Miſtake of the Preſs. All miſtakes of . -— 


the Preſs in that Book are paſs'd-by. And T have endeavoured to 
impure to the Author nothing bur'whar manifeftly appears to be his 


Own. The ſame Fair and even Temper will be kept, with regard 


ro the Books, which I ſhall have occafion to Review in the Second 
c In truth, there is no need of finding agony Faults in That 
Book : There are in it Real ones enow. If handling 2 good Sub- 


ject intolerably ill (a); If Impropriety of Speech and ill Syntax (5) ; (pref. & pic - 


f Superfluiry of Words (e); If needleſs Repetitions (d); If fre- paſim. 
nent Digreſſions from the Subject (e); If want of Method and (%) Vid. hic, Sect. 
learneſs (F); If Pedantry (g); And Writing like a Novice at the (+) vid. hic, Seck. 
fame time that one pretends to Great Knowledg: I ſay, If any or ut. 
all theſe are Faults, Imaginary ones need not be alledg d. And then, (4) Vid. hic, Sect- 


if all theſe occurr in one little Book, conſider how Deſpicable If ME 
ſuch a Book muſt be, in the Opinion of Judicious Men. ES 


G Vid. hic, Se, VI. (g) Vid. hic, Sec. vll. 
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ed to chink, the Gentleman found it difficult to bring it to the Big- 


neſs tis of. . Obſerve how tis pieced together. The Diſcourſe upon 


Printed in a large Lerter 2 £0 that P he adds a 
Supplemental Argument, beginning at Page 79, and ending at p. 86. 
Then he — — Obſervations, beginning at p. 88. and yr at 


the Subject, conſiſting of the Nine Arguments, makes 78 Pages, 


p. 122. Then he adds a Concluſion, of 3 Pages. And 2 
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| *Conduſion, fro dev bis kill in Method) be ſubjoins.an Additionstt. 
* (75; PR | Diſcourſe upon the Subject, by way of Appendix, beginning pag. 1299, 

Mes and ending pag. 148. After which, follows a ſhorr Appendix, part-; 

ly of Records, and parcly of things taken out of Printed Books, 

which begins at pag. 149 and ends at pag. 184. So that the whole, 

Diſcon*ſe, thus pieced-our, makes 184 Pages: And might. have 

ſerv'd for a Middling Pamphlet. Bur 'twould have been Inglorious 

to Write a Pamphlet. Therefore twas found neceſſary to enlarge 

. the Preface, Accordingly the Preface is made near as big as ther 

| ? Pia bd 3 Principal Diſcourſe (a), And thus (with much ado) ir Becanie a: 5 — 

3 Arguments, Bound-Book in Octavo, conſiſting in all (viz. Preface, Diſcourſe, 
Pages 78. and Apperdix) of about 259 Pages; upon a Subject affording, vas, + 

riety * marter, ſufficicnr.ro. fill a Volume. oo mand 57 


The Book chen, is but Small in reſpect of the Number and Con, 
tents of its Pages. And yet if you pleaſe to garble it a little, and 
take away the Digreſſions, Eekings, Repetitions, and Redundant 
expreſſions, 'rwill ſhrink to Admiration. Of this and other things, * qö 
ſpecimens are given in the following Sections. 
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I. I did reſolve (ſays he) to take pains to ſearch, if Wes wo 
I matters thus repreſented to the higheſ# diſads © © 
vantage and prejudice. of the People of En land, were 
true or falſe ; Which I have Induſtriouſly and imm 
Ep. Ded. p. 4. Partially endeavoured, and hope with that clearnefs 
T that will evidence to al unbiaſſed Judgments, &c. Ca.) 

This Gentleman Induſtriouſly and Impartially endleavoura % 

take pains to ſearch, and (he hopes) with that clearneſs hat 

will evidence, Sc. Strange! that a Man ſhould Write in this man. 5 


ner, and at the ſame time ſpeak of his own Clearneſs- To dife - 


2 


2. 22 : er] 9 rn] dal wy x 2 : 
fr of RebeVion did. Treaſon marked, e 
8 n Writs to feud, Se. were made in 
3 2099 „N,, way" tefted on ſuehb * days, under good, * 
1 ove ſheen Das all ſat tory convincing to me 
8 1 #* Find « Nominative to the Verd. Na, Fg the E cha (0) Difc.p 97. _ 
be LET Sm 85 bein 05 1 9 5 a Part of the P. 

4 Cfealion in ne, (i): An ha's bav- 7; 1, 
[Hh Rog Eee ind Origine ! x does 4 2255 = OY 
da this Opinian NIC. 89, Author T tar 

net with, Arno 15 8. For in an An- 
55 fer of nk me, ME ov 1 4 = * Thomas 
More, In .. icatuon, courfins' about Ki- 
Jon 4. ma 9 - Realm Tributary to * Pope, = 
Tlares his Judgment without any doubt or heſitation, Sc. 
(A0 Here we want 4 Nominative to the word, declares. And 60 w. Pg 9. ve. 
nm d will cloſe my Arguments, dedaring that their re» i 
5 22 aud, opinions. which they have publiſhed to the | * 
World, chat the. inception and original Election of a 
X. f. or the admiſſion 'of the C. of E. into 


| and Treaſon , anno 49. H. 3. are not at 
SD C all 
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o 7 5ri. all fe ti factory and convincing in my Tudgment (): Here 


the Senſe is Lame; the words, Inception, and ad miſſion, being 
ſolirary Nominatives without any Verb. If any Man will be 
at the expence of ſo great a charge and trouble, as 


b Wipe. do compare, Sec. (m): To be ar the expence of a charge and 


trouble, is a very police Phraſe. | He may ſati as himſelf 
what thoſe Councils were; and. their Conſtituent parts, 
whom the Antient Hiſtorians mean, when they ſay, 
Convocati, Sc, And ſuch like exprefſions and Phraſes, 
| Darping in ſeveral ages, till at laſt they fixed on the word, 
( Ib. p. 97. 99+ &c. (): Let us know, of what Caſe, in Conſtruction. the words, 
ſuch like Exprejſzons and Phraſes, are, and by what antece- 
dent or ſubſequent word or words they are governed. For the 
Engliſh Saxons called thoſe in their Language Ealdermen, 
which in Latin were named Comes, and the Danes. 
_ Earls, but of ſo extenſive an import in its fignificati- 
to) Ib. p. 108. iog. On, as we read of Alder mani Regi. „&c. (0): One would know 
x how the words, hut of ſo extenſive an import are guided, ac- 
cording to Grammatical regimen, And why tis ſaid in [t's figni- 
© - - fication, when the antecedent words a re Plural. Certainly the 
different and great variety of words and phraſes —, being 
not well obſerved and conſidered by moſt z our late Eng- 
. liſh Authors, have impoſed on our Hiſtorical Faiths 
r Wnkzs j: Here alſo we want an antecedent or nominative to rhe verb, 
have impoſed. But when they take notice of &c, then 
their eæpreſſions alter and ſay, That Rex aſcivit, &, 
(92 append. p. and many ſuch like expreſſions, which ſhew, &c. (q): Here 
131+73% Too we want a Nominative to the verb, ſay; And in the words, 
many ſuch like expreſſions, the Senſe is ſuſpended, for want of 
a verb to guide them, The tranſcendent power of which 
Council in conjunction with the King as Head thereof, 
Sir Thomas Smith, that great and learned Man, who 

| I $4 Skis 
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power, having no Verb to guide it. 


the Duke, &c. (u). Without any Man's aſſiſtance or help ©)». p. 72. 


oned, as well as the Prælati & Magnates, to be part of \ ; 
Sc. (a). And though the anſwer to the Petition which (bb. 33 
in that age was given in P. lay, Scrutentur rotuli, &c. C. 5 15, f. . 


%, 
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was Secretary and Privy Councellor lo our famous Queen; 
an old Parliament. Man, when be comes to write of the 
P. and its largeneſs of power, ſays thus, In comitiis, 
&c. (): And here the ſenſe is loſt ; the Nominative, franſcendemt (H ib. y. 148. 


* 11. In the next place T'll preſent you with ſome of the Flowers of- 
Speech ſcatrer'd up and down that Book, which are remarkable ei- 
ther as Tautology, or as words without meaning, Henry con- 


ſecratus eſt in Regem at Weſtminſter upon Lady day, 


favente Clero & Populo, and fo forthwith he was 


Crowned by. Maurice Biſhop of London (s). This (pres. p. C. 
Speech is a ſtrong Confirmation and Argument againſt” 

the &c. (t). It being prudentially and politickly reſolv- () n. — 
ed unanimonſiy in Parliament, not to permit or ſuffer 


(»). Several great Authors having in their works and (4) 10. 7 
writings frequently publiſhed and aſſerted to the world, 
Sec. (x). Had their firſt birth and beginning 6). Is («ic p. 2. 


ſome of which, the word C. is expreſly mentioned, as Ob. 51. 


well as the Prelates and Magnates, to be part of, &c. 
(x) In ſome of which, the word C. are expreſly menti- (x) tb. p. 4. 


Gave their ſuffrage and vote in the enafting and mak- 

ing of all Statutes and Laws (). To every individual (0. p. 4 
degree of Men (d). It ſbould be-wonderfully obſerv- (a) 15. p. 45. 
ed, and from thence infallibly concluded and nicked, 


aud by an ominous and influential aſteriſm of Rebelli- 


on and Treaſon marked, that & (e). Seems not at all (e wh. p. 57. 


ſatisfactory and convincing to me, until they give 


more 


4 = 5 O th ps 38. & (D. Had not umongft many Nurratives of far leſs no- 


de the point of the Various Leftions, Certainly | the 
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mate certaldd N und: ebe 


ment and wei, ight;. give, ty'a rethark or ſome ord 

hint or memorial, A le, ſo great, am note 

Ne rn = 4 change or cataſtrophe af #he H A. 
0 re. g. on and ancient frame of, &c. (a). Was it e 

ſttange and unheard, of fate, peculiar and proper o, 

to them, they were not fit or capable to give or bear r. 

ſon,. as well as the Delegates or Repteſentatives . 

(663435. Yee, (b.) That when the Nation became tobe more c- 

._.  vilized, the Eſtates or Degrees of the Inhabitants would 

Ob. piss. eaſely part with, &c. (i For the better underſtand- 

ing of antient Records and Hiſtorians in thar Various: 

(O ey. Lections and different expreiſions, (I). Jo compare 

tbe various Lections of Hiſtorians and Records together, | 

ud the manner and phraſe of words and ſpeeches,) 

408. p97. proper to perticular — and times (1). But 10 con- 


_ different and great variety of words and phra aſes, . 
which both the Ancient Hiſtorians and Records hade in 
their ſeveral Ages aud . ex and denoted 

m. f. 121+ Gig. ( 1). 1 ſuppoſe this Concluſion will not be admit 

that the words, Co 
ug do at or 220915, Communitas, or Plebe, is not to be met wirbal, 
- — Kc. wid therefore conclude, they were never 'a parse, 
js, Kc. (o). Admitting the A (v hich Iq 
c .F. As. ceive otherwiſe ), yet „ Kc. (þ). - 'Smce the® Sb. 
ſtantial part of the Laws thereof. were us leſs thaw the 
great refults, decrees, and judgments, ordained by. 

 c the, prudence. and juſtive of the Britiſh, -Cawow,; and Da. 


Tr:. m 
Bac Pillars TO the 8 that follow) (4). Pub- 
iſhed 


TE broakers . 


7 80 OUS ignorance | 

oY 3 Late Weitere mos biok ng to wake wp] | 
repreſent them (. A Man may with equal reaſons me. oY 

aud as ſtrong authorities argue and affirm, that though | 

| the Records plainly declare the Enumeratio partium f, 

Sec. —8 Of which there is vot the leaſt Footſteps (n ee 
* ar Law (9. a 602 Ib r 
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Sect. IV. I a 
Inſtances of Runen. 


ux a Man Writes « Large Book, d adds bur hell 
| wwice orer. And tis excuſable in N28 Bi t to 


us grols Repezirions i ina Linle Book, Kinexculyþie. 


1 Poſetion (ſays he) when ſeriouſly we hed, equally 
5 wounds the Peerage of gh ſin 277 th Pn A e 
125 y, Bo there js 85 formal Summons of the L. to P. 
| Found upon Record before that time (a): A Poli tion, fe err f 
Jn me, that like, &c. e Ralf a ly wounds 25 » 48d C. 
'berauf : theſe . Learned Authors e that 
there is wot yet diſcovered any. formal Summons of ©: 
Great L. to an . befe ore the ſaid 49 H. 3: (b).. The * 1 
nab Carta wa aal Nec. axe cited twice (). The Ae _ Wee 
nay; Hs oper tang 4h emis et Ales, ans 4 a 
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ym WE: 
(4) Pref. p. 63. Cited three times (d). That neither the King nor any other 
1 7 1 could put the Realm or People into ſubjection, ſans 4 

(e) Pref, p. 68. ſent de eux without their aſſent, {aid twiee over (e). Mr. Set- 
Pill. P. 2 dens words, But we know that divers P. were in this 
— rg 1 King's time, &c. are cited twice to the ſame purpoſe (H. The 
(g) Pref. p. · Diſc. rds of Bede, Erat Britania viginti, &c. are cited twice (S0. 
. The Clauſe in the Statute of 2 Hen. 5. That the Commons had 

iſc. p. 22. 


and p. 39, 40 Der been, &c. is cited twice (0. Forteſcue s words, Sed non ſec 


(Pie p. 43. n Angliæ, &c. are cited twice (i). Somners words, Parliamentum 


marg. & Ib. p 48. fas 

(k) Pref. p. . Diſc. Synodlus magna nuncupatur, cited twice (c). Camden words, 

p- 68. 8 . =. . | . . 8 
(1Pcel.p.6z Diſc, Nomine Baronagii Angliæ, &c. are cited thrice (!). Saith's 
Fe ors Learned Man, (Sir Thomas Smith de Repub, Angel.) 4 
— 4 r 88. Lawyer, and Privy Councellour to * Queen (m): 
Sir Thomas Smith, that great and learned Man, who 
| was Secretary and Privy Councellor to our famous Queen, 
App. p. 146, an old Parliament man (n). The Caſe of the Prior of Coventry, 
Anne, 17 Edw. 3. and part of the Record, are cited twice to the 
ſame purpoſe, without reference to the Appendix; and in the Ap. 
(o) Diſc.p.34-and pendix the Record is ſer forth ar length (0). The following expre. 


p. 141, 142, 143+ ſions are often repeated (Let the Reader judge, whether ſupergy. 


and Pe. P ouſly or not); viz. As nom called and diſtinguiſhed from (p). 


(Pre p-3- "As now Phraſed (): As we now Phraſe them (): fs re. 
R preſented by, &c. (Ve as diſtinguiſhed from, &c. (:) : then ſo 
Gbr. diftinguiſhed from, &C. (i): as we now ſtile them () e as 
2 P-27- nom called and diſtinguiſbed from the great Lords (e as 
w) Ib. p. 42. ; . e e 

x)Id. p. 58 om called and comprehended in, &c. (. as now phraſed 


1 — * and (z.) A Record beginning, Inbibitio ne oo Magnates , &C. is re- 


0 Pict p.55 and Peated Seven times (4). The words, Generale and Commune 
5 P- 59, . pe 0 Py 5 i ; 4 . 

69. K _— _ Concilium Regni or Parliament, are repeated about ſeven or 
aſe 1 Die 8 eight and Fhirry times (C). Could there probably be a juſt occaſion 


and p. 133. in 3 | 8 
2 50% Pref, p. 3. Bis. Ib. p. 7. Ib. p. 8. Ib. p. 40. Ib. p. 44. Ib. p. 45. Ib. p. 46. 4. 7 


: Id: P. xi Ib. P · 7 2» Ib. P+ 7 4+ Bis. Diſc. P 14. Ib. p. 26. Ib. P» 27. Ib. P. 31. Ib. p · 32. "Y 


th. . 97. Ib. p- 127. App. p. 137. Bis. Tb. p. 132. Ib. p. 140. Ib. p. 146, Ib. p, 148. Bis. 


Pe 50. Ib. P · 71. Bis. Ib. P · 74 Bis. Ib. P · 79. Ib. P · 88. Ib. P · 89. is. Ib. p. 91. . 
to 


b repear thoſe Words ſo often in ſo ſmall a Book P 1 will not de- 


getting the Subje 
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termine in the Caſe, In my private Opinion, tis great Redun- 
dancy. Bur the Reader may quickly Judge of that, if he pleaa- 
es to view the places here referr d to. RE I 


Sea. V. 
wa Inſlances of Digreſſions and Eckings. 


| ESE Digreſſions, you. may pleaſe to Underſtand, things that 


are beſide the purpoſe. The Author at the beginning of 


his Preface (4) propoſes the ſubject matter he intended to Treat of (a) Pref. p. 2. 3. 


therein. And he beſtows a few Pages upon it, after His manner. 


. * 


But he ſoon falls into a Digreſſion (b), about the Golden Mes- (b) 1b. p. 1. 


wand of the Law, and things of that kind both above his 


Reach and Foreign to his Subject. This humour of Digreſſing he 

purſues through a great many of the next Pages. For firft (for- 

ct propoſed in the beginning of his Preface) . 1 
he goes about to ſuew, that King Cnute did not govern more | 
Victoris (c): About that he beſtows three Pages. Then he goes (c) 1b. p. 13. 14. 
on to ſhew, that King William the 1. was not a Conqueror. And 15. 16. 


upon thar he beſtows about 23 Pages (d); wherein there are ſeve- (4) Ib. p. iy. to y· 


ral Sub. digreſſions (e). Then he returns a little to his ſubject. And 40, 
fon after, he falls into an Hiſtoricah account (ſuch as it is) H 2 * 34 35+ 
fairs under King William the 2. (F): Whereof when you % Th. a”; 


have read 5 Pages, you may know ſomewhar of his meaniug, 


viz. that he deſign d to ſhew, that JF. 2. did not claim the Crown 
jure gladii (g). That matter he quickly leaves, and in defence of (x) Ib. p. 54. 
the Law of the Land againſt Arbitrary Power, he tells a Story a- 


bent King Rech. 2. (), Cites the preamble of a Statute mad in (+) Ib. p. 54. 55. 
Edw. 3 ds. Reign (i), and part of a Speech made by KingFames 1. (H, (i) m. p. 56: 


and part of a Declaration made by King Charles 1. (1). Then ( Ib. p. 27. 
he goes om to give an account of King Henry 1fts. Acceſſion to the () Ib. P. 58- 


Throne, of his Crowning, and of his Charter of Liberties (m); (i p. 58.50. 
Then Diſcourſes by way of Miſcellany (n); And concludes (o) the i ps . 5 


Reign of Henry 1. with a Speech of that King's taken our of 65.66.67. 68. 
M. Paris (p). So that almoſt all the Preface is made up of Di- () Ib. p-58. . 


greſſions. In his Diſcourſe you have, A digreſſion about the care % L. P. 69: 7% 0 


* 


ef the Baronage, to preſerve the Rights, Safety, and Honour of 
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3. P. 384. & f. he gives of N of Malmerbury bay And the Story he tells a 


r Ib. p. 44- 45+ our 
9 > p. 63-64. Mr, 1 —5 ab 


6F. 6 ages long, in 3 Pos 25 ts, ( with a Sub-digreGag. 
(t) e ut K. Ede. 2. and his 52 nions (1: A ſhort Ss about 


(ib p. 105,166. the Word Runemed (w): And a Digteſſian ahant Tranſcen- 
bib. p. 135- dent power of the Parliament (ﬆ). 


' (x) Ib. p.145, 147. | 
. II. He recounts ſome things relating to MMilliam the Firſt 8 be- 
9. * P. 36, haviour towards the Engliſh ( ): I cannot conceive for what pur- 


poſe, unleſs jr were to eek our his egen His Citations out of the 

flation of them ( , are 

4 bs 7 to the ſa We End, To the ſame end ſerye, his . 
E 


wum His auditic Rex fecit, Cc. (a); And bis Deſcant upon * | 
; Speech of R. Hem 1. beginning, Faunthly, Kin 
. on * 72, 73- does not 9 &ce. (#). To the ſame End ſerves t 


ſc.,on of his Nine Arguments; which are all of them A wg e- 
(e) arg. 1.53. & bene — over (); And of his Three Obſervations, whic i 


ch are 
3. 2 . 5 likeyiſe rj twice (d). To the ſameend ſerves the Elogi nm 


Dur 
Arg. 4- p- the 'Freaty between England and France, anno 29. E. 1. (/ 
Ad & p. 7 115 And che Character | he gives of 237% (x) And the wu Js 


55 12 7 pep clauſe, beginning, For I do wot think, &c. On And the Cira. 


a y the Parl the 
Cant fn. has, conceningte Lenr fn hy h Prlqmenro the Pape (1 


p. 6. & 7.4 th iner 
7 e $8.97. & 108. (e) Difc. p. 28, 29. (f) Diſc. p. 30 · 31. ahn p 0% 
50 R tk au rg re Thing, 


n wal... 4-2 «tg 
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Ar \ Frer he had recited ſorhe'th lang re R 
be adds; From all . n mt nece 0% 'be 
granted, That the Magna Charts of W. 1. H. 1. Sie. 
obrs, was but 4 reſtitution. and 


PIER of rhe Antient Common Law of the Kingdom 
42. We are not Bere to cove, whether fz. Inference, for the Me 
matter of it, be true or nor. Bu if in u fe e 75 
are no Pramides — the Inference — d — the © 
Inference, eren ſappoſin matter of ix ti be true, appear 

2 de unduly made; - ae, this Genclemtan, in ba foregoing 
pages, hes” {aid noching at al about K Gerzen, Er 2.01 R 
In, nr ſo much. 2 mane D So rat as te them, 8 


f Once . 
eg, "bo Sept weg, 
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in the words Fur whit cor y fed reſtitu- tially 33 


claſten, l 
nm; Sec. (H ad, For one © awnrdanrenta „c. (H,and, FL 


ant, Ec. [3 5 Or in the, N 


pre. f gal JD p. 2. 2 rhe ein * anly am 1 4 
Pe PE: 222 been 5 jg 2 5 123: Mh wat fiick and ſuch BB an 7255 
af pars: —— rr. ——— he his ſbures (if at all) mention'd 
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r: SEED ins Hiſeorical 3 
—— Reeigns of the Firſt. Norman Kings, He treats large- 


of: the times of W. r. W. 2. and H. 1. His account of thoſe 
cakes wp up about 19 Pages (O he breaks off his 2 8 


ee that" the Freenren, Pad, age. 
ing down 207 Premif- ander Leben. 


the Premiſſis | Pref. 2 IQ) 5 


m. sz. and falls upon makin 


r N : 
2 5 wo C5. 
* EY 

o 3 2 


. 


of Obſervations (. Under his 2d Head of 
Obſervations, he reſumes and continues his Hiſtorical account. 
And (for the ſake of Clearneſs and Good Method) couches in one 
Ll little Page all that he had ro ſay about the Reigns of 4 Kings, viz. 
(m) Ib, p. 64. Stephen, H. 2. R. I. and Jobn (m). He tells us, that he 
thinks he had ſufficiently evidenced (viz. in his Preface) the 
(. P-73- Point he undertook to make out (1). If he had done this in his Pre- 
face, methinks there was but little occaſion for the Diſcourſe, con- 
ſiſting of the Nine Arguments. But be 44 himſelf in a mo- 
ment. For he ſays, that having concluded his Preface, he 
is a going to diſcuſs the Grand Point (che ſubject matter of 
tem. . 4. his Book) (): That being (be ſaye) the Principal work be 
H. intended (p). Well obſerved; leaft the Reader ſhould take the 
85 Preface for the Diſcourſe or Principal Work. Bur the Reader 
may, notwithſtanding this, be in danger of taking the Preface for 
the Book; the Titlepage being (as ill luck would have it) ſuit- 
- ed rather to the Preface than to the Book. For according to 

the Titlepage, the Work is, A Diſcourſe, Proving that 
iueb and ſuch were Ever an Eſſential part of Part 14. 
(9) vid-Titlepage ent (J): This indeed is endea vonred to be made out in the Pre- 
0% Pref, p. g. && face (r): But the Book calls ir ſelf, 4. Diſcourſe, proving that 
ik _ ſuch and ſuch were an Eſſential part of the Parliament he- 


Hit. x. fore the 49th of Her. 3. (J). And che Author there declares, | 


"that his Defign is, To diſprove this notion of the-agth 


(2) Diſe. p. 2. H. 3. by ſuch and ſuch (viz. his Nine) Arguments (e); which 
(%) Dit. p. 3, 4, are there rehearſed, and are ſuited to that end („): And as he be- 
gin his Diſcourſe in oppoſing the Notion or Poſition of 49 H. 3. 
(w) Diſe. p. 86. (as he calls ir), ſo he concludes with the fame ( ), This Variance 
_Neving rus con- berwixt the Titlepage and Diſcourſe hapned (it ſhould ſeem) to 
1 Abe be diſcover d, when the 16 firſt Pages of the Diſcourſe had been 
Pofition of 49 H. Printed off; and therefore, to reconcile (in appearance) the Diſ- 
3. Cc. Ib. p. 125, courſe to the Titlepage, there's a running Title (ſuited ro the Ti- 
_ rlepage) clapr in at the top of the Pages, from p. 17. to the end of 

concenr, that they the Diſcourſe. And now we are ſpeaking of the Tirlepage, you 


: 


were no part of may obſerve likewiſe, how much is promis'd there, and how little 
2 2322 of it is perform in the Diſcourſe ; that is (for inſtance) within the 
7 U. 3. and 4. compals of the Nine Arguments (which make the Principal part of 
gain, p. 148. his Diſcourſe), beginning at Dilc, p. 1. and ending p. 78. The Ti- 
„„ Eo nignnd od nol Fd aagel nts: 10 2-7 00008 
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8 CF en” 
tlepage is, A Diſcourſe, proving by Records, and the beſt 
Hiſtorians, that &c. Now as to Records (any way Pertinent), 
he has there cited very few, in compariſon of what he 4 in 
all probability, have produced, if he had been ſufficiently pre- 
5 — to write upon the ſubject. As to the Ancient Hiſtorians, I 
cant tell which of em he counted the beſt, But he cires ſo few of 
Them too (beſt or worſt), that methinks twas not worth the while 
to mention in his Titlepage, that he cited any. For inſtance; in 
the aforeſaid Nine Arguments I don't find (upon a curſory view), 
that he has cited any of the Old Hiſtorians of England, beſides. 
Matt. Paris, William of Malmibury, Matt. of W:ſtminſter, and 


». n IL 
W 3 
? or We WF. * * 
= by 9 
1 


Knighton, with two or three Manufcripts'(x): And them he cites (x) M. Peri, is 
to ſo little purpoſe, that he appears to have done great wrong to cited, Piſc. Pp. 18; 
o r 164 RT OR. 
; 9 | SY ES 4 } P. 24+» P+29. P-32* 
cited p · a8; Matth. of Weſtm. p. 353 Knighton, p. 49. A MS. Chronicle of Adam Merimouzh, p. 30. A - 
Manuſcript of the Lord Holliss, y. 60; and the Regiſter of the Archbiſh. of Dublin, p. 73. 


II. Tis ſtrange to ſee in what a confuſed manner things are put 


together in this Gentleman s Book. Il point at ſome inſtances; fe. 
| ferring only to the Pages; for it would be too tedious to recite 1 
whole Clauſes, upon this occaſion (4), | © (9) bit. F. 158 - 
neue from Records, le: Det p Now the word, Progenitors; jeſt end ere, 
mem from Records, &c. p. 44. 45. Now the word enigorsybec. And ſo juſt and ex 5&0 - 
Diſc. — 49. As may ata nag &c ; Forteſtwe ca p. $. ls And that this was the Ancient 
Law, cc. Diſc. p. 59, 60, 61. Or ſome ſubſequent Chronologer, dt; And with this agrees the Statute, . 
&c; Nor indeed can I apprehend, &c. Diſc. p. 79, 80, 81, $2, 83. His Account of the General Councils 
of France, Spain, Portugal, Denmark, and Sweden, is huddled into about two Pages, and that of Scots 
land into two more. Diſc. p. 85, 96. In the Britons time, &c; Nor were they of leſs Reputation, & c; 
And if in the Britons times, the Nation, &c. One would know, what this Gentleman drives at in p. 
115, beginning, And indeed Records, &c. and in p. 116, 117, 118, 119, 120; and what relation the 
matter contain d therein bears to the Argument of that Section, in p. 108. viz. Of the various acceptation 
of the wor d, Baro, &c. Ib. p. 132, 133, 134. Now to ſhew that the Milites, 8c; I will begin with 2 
Statute, &c; Ky — divorced, &c; Archbiſbops, Biſhops, 8c; Hence T ſhall obſerve, &c. 
Ib. p. 145, 146: Ir ſeems #0 mea ſevere and hard principle, 8c; the tranſcendent power of which, &c, 
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Europe, de jure and de a0 were ab antiquis 
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ids even in times KN wich the Government, 1 


e ene S (). I. wot to be met 1 in (n) Diſc. p. 3... 
thors or Records, ab ingreſſu Will 
ad exteſſum H. 3. e wo 
0 0 wot enen ed nomine (o). Er- (0) Diſt. p. 28 
l n „ (2) Die p89 
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| Rt tek 770 Abba — | 
Barones all nom 1 the bis. 5. 58. 
Milites SG Aber by nga Milites b 
liberè tenentes qui de Rege tenent in Capite. Diſtin- 
cCtion 2. Milites be libere tenentes de Regno. The 
"firſt Diſtinckion I thus prove (t). Now to ſhew, that (1) app. p 1. 
the Milites 8 libeiè tenentes qui de Rege tenuerunt 
in Capite Ftagetber with, cc. mere not the partes 
.- conſtituentes, and alone did compoſe and make up the 
Totum, the whole body of the, &c. (u). Though the (0b. r. 13: 


Comites, Barones, Milites, & liber — de 


RNegno are expreſly mentioned, yet, &c, but — repre- 
ſented in and by omnes Archiepiſcopi, Epiſcopi, 
|  Abbates, & Priores de Rego, who made Laws and 
gave Taxes excluſis or omiſſis Comitibus, Baronibus, 
= nde & Ibere tenentibus de * 0 w). r. pe 146 
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HE inſtances I have given, may ſerye for 2a ip 
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AT —_ | of the Beauties of this Gentleman Thoſe i 

WH _-* -... relate only to his Manner of Writing. For, 25 1 faid at firſt, Ido 

mot concern my ſelf with the ſubj matter then in diſpute berween | 

3} 1 him and others. But whatever the Public might think of his 3 

RF: + Book, he ſeems to have had a good opinion of i it himſelf; And ta- 3 4 

WF ©  Citly claimed to himſelf the whole. commendation of ir, — 

Ul : RL any ſharer therein (V). Hei intimates that bis Subject was Wo 

1 1. * „ and Intricate (a). But if it was ſo when he enter d upon it, 2 5 

ua e b. fraid twill be found to be So Still, for oughr chat he has done xo | 

5 i „„ INES of of 9 5 Dilincangle it. By his or of 17 Rt e ſeetns ro 75 * 
. bia by thoſe who a Perſon not cut out to clear iſculti * intimares like- 3 
| | 5 | e of 4 © wiſe, that he had not am man's help in that work ( ws And in 
6 Intricac 2 truth, the Book is likely enough to be the production of one and 4 
a? 600 _ P7475: the lame Great Mind. And twas a Glorious thing (0 doubt) to A 
þ * ; po: bo — 4 be able way, Twas All bis O. 2 ; 4 = q < 1 KR 5 755 3 N 
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